IDEALISTIC   THOUGHT   OF   INDIA
as this point is concerned, in an atmosphere different from that
of the West. If a philosopher in future is a socialist or an imperial-
ist, it is not because Indian philosophy favours this or that
theory, but because he chooses it of his own accord.
XIII
LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS: NEED FOR HARD FACT
In the Andhra province of India, there is a belief current that,
unless a tarkika or logician becomes a Vedantin, he will turn mad.
For a long time the author wondered what the significance of
that belief could be, and took it to be a superstition and prejudice
against the study of Nyaya, with which pure logic was more
closely associated than with the Vedanta. But after further study
of, and reflection upon, the philosophical systems with their logics,
the feeling dawned upon him that it was not impossible to argue
endlessly and defend every philosophical position if we depended
merely on logic. It is possible for the disputants to disagree even
about logic, for every system of philosophy has its own logic.
Every logic has its metaphysical presuppositions, the elaboration
of which is its philosophy. Logic and metaphysics presuppose
each other. But then, if every logic has its own metaphysics and
every metaphysics has its own logic, is the truth which the philo-
sophers try to give us different for each? The bewildering variety
of philosophical systems takes away the ground from under our
feet. If the fact is one, how can there be many truths? A mere
logician, therefore, unable to find a hard fact on which to stand,
doubts everything, feels that anything can be logically defended,
and, in the despair that naturally follows such an attitude, may
turn mad. The aim of the Vedanta is the direct presentation of
reality, of a hard fact the truth of which cannot be disputed.
Even in European philosophy the number of systems is con-
fusing. What one system regards as a brute fact another rejects
as a construction. There seems to be no unanimity about the
. basis of philosophical constructions. Self is regarded as hard fact
by some, matter by others. Some say that the basic fact is history,
and this history is identified with mind itself; so that, though the
word has gained in meaning, its use has become uncommon.
Philosophical thinking appears as if it accomplished only one
thing, namely, the removal of bias in favour of anything as an
established fact. Nothing for it seems to be axiomatic. The truth
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